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Semi-structured interview and/or focus group guide 

General introduction (intro of the interviewer/moderator, brief project overview, aim of the research, 
permission for recording, confidentiality, interview/focus group duration). 
Introduction - Understanding EU grand strategies 

1. What do you consider to be the main elements of the EU grand strategies, including Agenda 
2030 and the New European Innovation Agenda for your country or institution?  
(additional/follow-up questions): 
- How have these strategies evolved? What are the main drivers of these changes? 
- How and to what degree are the priorities of Agenda 2030 reflected in your daily work? 
- Do you see these priorities being formulated in the list of Agenda 2030 SDGs? 

 
EU grand strategies and their implementation 

2. In your view, what are the most considerable gains for the European Union in the 
implementation of these strategies? 
(additional/follow-up questions): 
- Would you say that certain groups have benefited from the implementation of the EU’s 
grand strategies? If so, which groups have seen the most benefit and how? 

 
3. One of the recurring issues discussed is the "implementation deficit" of EU grand strategies. 

What, in your view, are the root causes of this deficit, and how can they be addressed 
effectively? 
(additional/follow-up questions): 
- How can the EU balance its internal processes and external impact while striving to meet 
the objectives of its grand strategies? 
- How could you evaluate the acknowledgement of the grand strategies among EU members 
(and its close neighbours) and other global regions?  
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4. How are the Agenda 2030 and its SDGs being implemented in your context? Did your 
institution or country formulate strategies, projects, etc., at different levels? 
(additional/follow-up questions): 
- What are the mechanisms through which this process takes place?  
- How does civil society engage with and adopt the outcomes of the Agenda 2030? 

 
Role of Technology and Innovations 

5. The EU considers Technological Innovations as one of the key factors in achieving Agenda 
2030 goals. What role do you see technology and innovation play in this aspect?  
(additional/follow-up questions): 
- What do you think about the possible interdependence of technological development and 
the implementation of Agenda 2030 and its SDGs? Can they motivate societies to reformulate 
them, for example?  
- How would you estimate the possibility of technology and innovation being a solution to 
mediate the current implementation deficit of the EU grand strategies? 
- In your view, what are the major challenges and ethical considerations associated with the 
use of technology in EU grand strategies? 

 
Multilevel Governance and EU Public Diplomacy 

6. The EU operates within a complex system of multilevel governance. How can the EU 
effectively coordinate its strategies and policies across various levels of governance, from 
local to global? 
(additional/follow-up questions): 
- What is your country’s official stance regarding this matter? Can you detail on region and 
institution as well? 
- Can you offer a good and/or bad example of how these strategies are shifted and 
implemented at different levels of government? 
- Do you think the implementation is becoming “weaker” when shifting to local levels?  

 
7. What are the challenges and opportunities for enhancing cooperation and knowledge 

exchange between EU institutions, academia, and other stakeholders (governments, civil 
society, academia, private sector) to improve the implementation of grand strategies and 
Agenda 2030 in particular?  
(additional/follow-up questions): 
- In your opinion, is the current funding and institutional infrastructure in your country 
adequate to support the shift towards a knowledge-driven society?  
- Can you elaborate on whether your country or region has established any mechanisms to 
engage people in collaboration with institutions, especially for Agenda 2030 and its SDGs?  
- In what ways does Agenda 2030 support the development of civil society? 

 


